RECOLLECTION AND lETROSPECTION

tures by David, Meissonier, Cabanel and other great
artists, though these canvases had been bought with
the Emperor's private money.

In February, 1879, a decision of the courts made
the first important step towards the settling up of
this disagreeable business. The list of things which
the State decided to hold and another list of those
which the State was ready to abandon was officially
drawn up. The result was that the State recognized
its indebtedness to the Empress of over two and a
quarter million of francs, with interest extending
over a certain term of years. But her legal ad-
visers did not consider this account correct and held
that the State owed their client at least two millions
more. And there the matter stood for twenty years,
In January, 1899, the courts again took up the sub-
ject and the pecuniary side of the dispute was set-
tled, the Empress abandoning her claim for the two
millions above stated, while the State was ordered
by the court to pay over to her the two millions and
a quarter, with interest, as also stated above. The
registration of this judgment cost her nearly eight-
een thousand francs, but the decision of the court
remained a dead letter, for the debtor happened to
be the State. The Empress hoped at least, to get
back the pictures, portraits and certain other ob-
jects, which were of no public interest and which
the judgment of 1879 had made hers. The State
agreed to have the list drawn up but informed the
Empress that this would consume much time. In
order to hasten matters and show as conciliatory a
spirit as possible, she made still another sacrifice
to the State, and abandoned the interest oa the
million and a quarter given her by thelih*     to hvr awl
